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THURSDAY, : Sune the «17th, 1756. 


wife, philofophers, that. men‘ are 

Mea ftrangely apt to err'in théir notions 

> of good and evil, virtue and>:¥ice. 

They tell us that we have no adé- 

BAe SL quate ideas of thofe words; but are 

continually miftaking ‘and confounding them, calling 
..good evil, and evil good, virtue vice, and vice virtue. 
One of thefe -philofophers has. very lately. difcovered 
that.the contentions, misfortunes and miferies of man- 
_kind are wholly owing to, government and. laws, aiid 
that a ftate of anarchy and confufion, - where the weak. 
are at the mercy of the ftrong, and the . fimple. of) the 
cunning, is the only ftate of concord, fecurity ane 


“happiness, 8, 
ANOTHER 
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ANOTHER of thefe philofophers, who feems rather 
enclined to.new-model governments than totally to fub- 
vert them, has proved to the fatisfaction of multitudes, 

_ that fraud, luxury, corruption, and all the catalogue of 
vices (as men are miftakenly pleafed to call them) are 
the only means to make a community great, flourifhing 

. and happy; andon the contrary, that frugality, tem- 
perance, continence and the like, which are vulgarly 
termed virtues, tend finally to it’s deftruction. 


For my own part, I was not philofopher enough in 
my youth to inveftigate thefe deep truths; and now I 
am old, I find myfelf fo bigotted to former opinions, as 
not eafily to perceive that rapes, murders. and adulteries 
are beneficial to fociety, or that a ftate of nature is bet- 
ter calculated for the prefervation of property, or the 
eafe, peace and happinefs of mankind, than government 
and laws. But left it-fhould be faid of me, that from 
the peevifhnefs and obftinacy of age, Iam fhutting my 
" eyes againft the light, I will freely confefs that I am 
‘lately become a convert to fome other opinions, which 
I formerly held in equal difefteem. I had long accuf- 
.tomed myfelf to look on Gaming as a vice; and as fuch 
-I have frequently treated it in the courfe of thefe papers: 
‘but:F am now fully convinced of my error, and that I 
~ ought to have confidered it as a national virtue, and pro- 
- dative of moré advantages to fociety than any other 
- whatfeever. That my readers may entertain the fame 
-opinion, I fhall here prefent them with a letter which 
J have lately received from a very ingenious corre pond- 
ent, whofe reafoning wpon this. fubjeétis too conclufive 
“to be oppofed. ¥ 


To 
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To Mr. Fitrz-ApdawmM, 


SrR, 


I nope you will not think it inconfiftent with the 
manner in which you have propofed to conduct your 
paper, to lay before the public the complaints of your 
correfpondents, relating to that part of the world you 
more immediately prefide over ; efpecially as you have 
declared your defign to interpofe, whenever the critical 
emergencies of your country fhall require your affiftance. 


You, who are acquainted with public proceedings, 
_muft have taken notice of the additional taxes that have 
been lately laid upon cards and dice; by which it is 
juftly apprehended, that the profits arifing from the 
‘honourable occupations dependent thereon, will be - 
greatly impeded. Whatever fatisfation gloomy and 
fplenetic minds (always difpofed to anticipate the ruin 
‘of the kingdom) may exprefs, I affure you I can- 
not help confidering this affair with the moft pain- 
ful concern; and I doubt not my reafons will be 
equally convincing to you. 


At atime when the perfidious enemies of our coun- 
try have rendered all foreign trade precarious and un- 
certain, to what happier refources can we fly than the 
commerce of game? By what means is the circulation 
of money, the life and fpirit of trade, more {peedily 
promoted ? What other bufinefs can boaft of fuch large 
returns? and (with honour be it mentioned) what debts 
in any other kind of commerce are more punctually 

difcharged ? 
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difcharged ? How ftrongly do the various fluctuations of 
fortune inculcate fortitude, courage, refignation, and a 
noble contempt of death! virtues, for which the fro- 
ficients in this fcience have been greatly renowned. 
“What better method could be found out for humbling 
the grandeur, and diminifhing the over grown revenues 
ef our nobility and gentry, than by blending their man~ 
ners and their fortunes with the loweft of their fellow 
creatures? Nor is it the leaft praife of this profefiion, 
that the fair fex are qualified to make a figure in it, and 
‘to exert thofe ftriking talents which we feem fo folicitous 
to exclude from many of the arts of life. By a conftant 
application to gaming, they gradually wear off the kill- 
ing brightnefs of thofe eyes, and the overpowering {plen- 
dour of thofe charms, which would otherwife be de- 
ftructive to many thoufands of mankind. Hence they 
are taught kindnefs and condefcenfion, and rendered 
gracioufly acceflible to the company and careffes of every 
adoring fwain. I might obferve farther, that while the 
merchant and tradefman are contracting a narrow ava- 
ricious turn of mind, a haughty contempt, and a fuper- 
cilious air, the gallant {pirits who have efpoufed this 
genteel commerce, acquire an engaging freedom of con- 
verfation, a boundlefs generofity of nature, and an inimi- 
table politenefs of manners. 


Ir the political advantages of gaming are demanded 
of me, Lanfwer, that it fecures our money in .the king- 
dom, and keeps it in perpetual circulation. Can there 
be a more convincing demonftration of the dangerous 
confequences of foreign trade, than that the riches of 
the kingdom are exhaufted by it, and the national cur- 
rent 
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rent wealth, according to the opinion of fome wife cal- 
culators, reduced from forty millions to twelve ? net 
to mention the importation of the various follies, fathions 
and poifons, which expofe, infatuate and deftroy fo 
many of our deluded countrymen. - Can any other ag- 
gument be neceflary to procure’ an unlimited indulgence 
to acommerce, from whence fo many advantages fpring, 
and which is fo evidently conducive to the public good? 


Ir it fhould be objected, that many perfons of plen- 
tiful incomes are reduced to poverty by gaming, I fhould 
be glad‘to know what employments in life are totally 
exempted from maisfortune, and how many bankrupts 
qre recorded in our public chronicles, who defpairing to 
rife in the world by the vulgar method of trade, have 
had recourfe to. this genteel profeflion, and quickly. re- 
’ ‘trieved their fortunes. © 


Ir would be eafy to mention: many more circum- 


ftances in praife of fo noble a commerce, if it was in 
the leaft neceflary: I doubt not the concurrence of all 
men of genius and fpirit in thefe my fentiments; and I 
hope the legiflature will henceforward look with favour 
onan art, in which the politenefs, the morals, the con- 
ftitution and the riches of this kingdom are fo greatly 
concerned ; and inftead of difcouraging it with fevere 
taxes, and heavy burthens, will contribute every thing 
to it’s advancement. To this end I cannot prefent you 
with a better propofal, than ‘that all thofe who can 
<< bring fufficient proof of their having loft from one 
«* thoufand to one hundred thoufand pounds, fhall be 
<‘ maintained at the public expence, and rewarded for 
«< their patriotifm, in facrificing their fortunes fo dif- 
_ “ intereftedly for the good of their country.” 


In 


4 
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Ir you fhall pleafe to communicate thefe thoughts to 
the public, and recommend them by fome arguments 
of your own, I fhall think you that friend of the world 
‘you pretend to be, and may poffibly give you fome future 
advices, which may not be unworthy your notice. 


I am, 
SiR, 


Your fincere friend 


and hearty admirer, 


Jacx Lovesox. 
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